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In response to the Official Action mailed March 19, 2004, Applicant elects with 
traverse, Species 3, directed to Figures 13 (Claims 7-12). Applicant makes this election 
based on the understanding that Applicants are not prejudiced against filing one or more 
divisional applications that cover the non-elected claims. Applicants also note Claims 29-35 
correspond to Figures 37 and 38. 

Claims 1-3, 4-6, and 7-12 are each directed to methods of failure analysis that each 
include, inter alia, steps of "preparing various compressed fail bit maps..." and "calculating 
fail rates. . .," where the compressed fail bit maps are prepared via alternative methods. 
Claims 16-28 and 29-35 are directed to alternative embodiments, each including inter alia, a 
step of "preparing various compressed fail bit maps. . ." Claims 13-15 are directed to a 
method of deriving a compression threshold for use in a method of failure analysis. 

Applicants note that a patentably distinct feature common to each of Species 1-6 
concerns a step of "preparing various compressed fail bit maps. . ." Thus, Applicants traverse 
the pending restriction requirement as Applicants believe examining Claims 1-35 directed to 
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a method of failure analysis or a method of deriving a compression threshold for use in the a 
method of failure analysis, each reciting a step of "preparing various compressed fail bit 
maps. . ."would not place an undue burden on the Examiner. MPEP § 803 states the 
following: 

If the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on 
the merits, even though it includes claims to distinct or 
independent inventions. 

In view of the above-illustrated close similarities between the restricted claims and the ease 

of modern computer searching now available to the Examiner, the claims of the present 

invention would appear to be part of an overlapping search area, and it is respectfully 

submitted that there would be little, if any, extra effort, i.e., "no serious burden," to examine 

all the pending claims in the present application, even if "the application includes claims to 

distinct or independent inventions." 1 

Applicants respectfully request that the elected claims be examined on the merits in 

the present application. 
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1 MPEP §803. 
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